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Sub: Pre-shipment testing and clearance for Aflatoxin for export of Chilli
whole to Sri Lanka - reg
Ref: (i) Board's circular No.24/2022-23 dated 23" March 2023

(ii) Board's circular No.05/2025-26 dt. 28" August 2025

Attention is invited to the Board's circular (Ref ii) bringing to the notice of all
exporters of spices and spice products, about Sri Lanka Standard Specification for
Chilli whole and ground (Sri Lanka Standard 1563: 2017), which governs export of
chilli and chilli products to Sri Lanka.

Further in line with the above standards, Spices Board has made the necessary
changes in the quality management system for export, by implementing revised
aflatoxin compliance requirements for chilli and chilli products, prescribing a
maximum limit of 5.0 pg/kg for aflatoxin B1and 10.0 ug/kg for total aflatoxin.

Accordingly, in partial modification of the circular issued vide reference (1),
consignments of chilli whole and chilli products (including curry powder &
masalas containing chilli) intended for export to Sri Lanka shall be subjected to
pre-shipment sampling and shall be accompanied by a Cleared Test Report for
aflatoxins issued by Spices Board, for further clearance by the Customs
Authorities, with effect from 19*" October, 2026. Also, the facility for clearance of
consignments of Chilli whole based on Sample Drawn Certificate shall stand
revoked with effect from 19™" October, 2026.

All the exporters of Chilli and chilli products under HS Code 0904 to Sri Lanka are
hereby directed to plan their shipping schedules accordingly and also to exercise
due diligence for ensuring compliance with the above requirements.

This circular is issued under the provisions of the Spices Board Act 1986 & Spices
Board (Registration of Exporters) Regulations, 1989 and will come into force from
19t October 2026.

Effect of this circular:
With effect from 19t October 2026,

() Export of chilli whole to Sri Lanka shall be permitted only with the cleared
analytical report from Spices Board for compliance with Aflatoxin level
(maximum limit of 5.0 pug/kg for aflatoxin B1 and 10.0 pg/kg for total
aflatoxin)
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(ii) The present monitoring mechanism for export of chilli whole to Sri Lanka
based on Sample Drawn Certificate (SDC) shall be revoked.

(iii) In the case of chilli powder and chilli products (including curry powder &
masalas containing chilli), with regard to Aflatoxin, the prevailing system
of permitting exports on the basis of cleared analytical reports will
continue, with the application of revised limits (maximum limit of 5.0

ng/kg for aflatoxin B1 and 10.0 pg/kg for total aflatoxin) @)»f
Director (Mktg)
To
All Commissioners / Officials concerned of Customs across India: with request to
permit export of chilli whole consignments to Sri Lanka from 19" October 2026,
only on the basis of cleared analytical report issued by Spices Board.

All Exporters of Spices and Spice Products

All Exporters Associations

//issued from File No. MKTG/CIRC/SH/5/2021-22-Part(1)Computer No 24536//
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